
872

49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–98 Edition)§ 393.85

§ 393.85 [Reserved]

§ 393.86 Rear end protection.
Every motor vehicle, except truck-

tractors, pole trailers, and vehicles en-
gaged in driveaway-towaway oper-
ations, the date of manufacture of
which is subsequent to December 31,
1952, which is so constructed that the
body or the chassis assembly if without
a body has a clearance at the rear end
of more than 30 inches from the ground
when empty, shall be provided with
bumpers or devices serving similar pur-
poses which shall be so constructed and
located that:

(a) The clearance between the effec-
tive bottom of the bumpers or devices
and the ground shall not exceed 30
inches with the vehicle empty;

(b) The maximum distance between
the closest points between bumpers, or
devices, if more than one is used, shall
not exceed 24 inches;

(c) The maximum transverse distance
from the widest part of the motor vehi-
cle at the rear to the bumper or device
shall not exceed 18 inches;

(d) The bumpers or devices shall be
located not more than 24 inches for-
ward of the extreme rear of the vehicle;
and

(e) The bumpers or devices shall be
substantially constructed and firmly
attached. Motor vehicles constructed
and maintained so that the body, chas-
sis, or other parts of the vehicle afford
the rear end protection contemplated
shall be deemed to be in compliance
with this section.

§ 393.87 Flags on projecting loads.
Any motor vehicle having a load or

vehicle component which extends be-
yond the sides more than 4 inches or
more than 4 feet beyond the rear shall
have the extremities of the load
marked with a red flag, not less than 12
inches square, at each point where a
lamp is required by Table 1, § 393.11.

[53 FR 49401, Dec. 7, 1988]

§ 393.88 Television receivers.
Any motor vehicle equipped with a

television viewer, screen or other
means of visually receiving a television
broadcast shall have the viewer or
screen located in the motor vehicle at

a point to the rear of the back of the
driver’s seat if such viewer or screen is
in the same compartment as the driver
and the viewer or screen shall be so lo-
cated as not to be visible to the driver,
while he/she is driving the motor vehi-
cle. The operating controls for the tele-
vision receiver shall be so located that
the driver cannot operate them with-
out leaving the driver’s seat.

§ 393.89 Buses, driveshaft protection.

Any driveshaft extending lengthways
under the floor of the passenger com-
partment of a bus shall be protected by
means of at least one guard or bracket
at that end of the shaft which is pro-
vided with a sliding connection (spline
or other such device) to prevent the
whipping of the shaft in the event of
failure thereof or of any of its compo-
nent parts. A shaft contained within a
torque tube shall not require any such
device.

[33 FR 19735, Dec. 25, 1968, as amended at 53
FR 49402, Dec. 7, 1988]

§ 393.90 Buses, standee line or bar.

Except as provided below, every bus,
which is designed and constructed so as
to allow standees, shall be plainly
marked with a line of contrasting color
at least 2 inches wide or equipped with
some other means so as to indicate to
any person that he/she is prohibited
from occupying a space forward of a
perpendicular plane drawn through the
rear of the driver’s seat and per-
pendicular to the longitudinal axis of
the bus. Every bus shall have clearly
posted at or near the front, a sign with
letters at least one-half inch high stat-
ing that it is a violation of the Federal
Highway Administration’s regulations
for a bus to be operated with persons
occupying the prohibited area. The re-
quirements of this section shall not
apply to any bus being transported in
driveaway-towaway operation or to
any level of the bus other that the
level in which the driver is located nor
shall they be construed to prohibit any
seated person from occupying perma-
nent seats located in the prohibited
area provided such seats are so located
that persons sitting therein will not
interfere with the driver’s safe oper-
ation of the bus.
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